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>roposed activities in Antarctica. Activities are divided into one of three categories. Activities determined to have less than a minor or transitory mpact may proceed without an environmental evaluation. Activities with a ninor or transitory impact must have an Initial Environmental Evaluation IEE). Activities with more than a minor or transitory impact require a Itomprehensive Environmental Evaluation (CEE). The Annex does not include standards or procedures for determining categories for specific activities, instead, it simply requires Parties to develop "appropriate national procedures'1 o evaluate the environmental impact of proposed activities on the continent. In contrast to the environmental assessment procedures adopted in ATCM Recommendation XIV-2, Annex I of the Protocol:
>    Applies to all activities in Antarctica, both governmental and nongovernmental, that require advance notification under Article VII(5) of the Antarctic Treaty  (including tourist  expeditions).  ATCM Recommendation XIV-2 applied only to scientific research programs and their associated logistic support facilities.
>    Provides for a waiting period to allow collective consideration of CEEs by the Committee for Environmental Protection and the ATCP. ATCPs, however, apparently cannot veto a national decision to proceed with an activity.
*   Requires that CEEs be made publicly available, thereby allowing comment by interested nongovernmental organizations.
Antarctic Fauna and Flora. Annex II strengthens and updates the system 3f protection of native fauna and flora developed under the Agreed Measures for the Conservation of Antarctic Fauna and Flora. The Annex prohibits the taking of species without a permit, which may be issued only for specific and limited reasons (e.g., to obtain specimens for scientific study or for museums). Ikking includes killing, injuring, capturing, handling, or molesting a native inimal or bird. The Annex also prohibits, except under a permit, harmful interference with native species, such as those in Figure 3.1, and the intro-luction of nonnative species. The Annex builds on the Agreed Measures by providing protection for plants as well as mammals and birds. Prohibited takings include removing or damaging native plants in amounts that would significantly affect their local distribution or abundance. Moreover, any activity that results in significant adverse modification of plant habitats constitutes harmful interference. The Annex also goes beyond the agreed measures by (a) prohibiting harmful interference, rather than simply requiring "appropriate measures to minimize" such interference, and (b) requiring the removal of dogs by April 1, 1994.t scien-ntarctic Convergence, the Protocol applies only to the Antarctic Treaty Area-that is, the area south of 60 degrees southch of a scientific expedition. not thought to be potentially important. Attitudes toward the environ-tal parameters, and at the same time may offer the best opportunity toessential for accurate modeling of climate change. Forwer left).
